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THE COVENANT 
PRAYER

I am no longer my own but yours.
Put me to what you will,

rank me with whom you will;
put me to doing, put me to suffering;

let me be employed for you,
or laid aside for you,

exalted for you, or brought low for you;
let me be full, let me be empty,

let me have all things, let me have nothing:
I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things

to your pleasure and disposal.
And now, glorious and blessed God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
you are mine and I am yours. So be it.
And the covenant now made on earth,

let it be ratified in heaven. Amen

2022: The Year To Campaign To End The Persecution

FIONA BRUCE, MP AND THE 
PRIME MINISTER’S SPECIAL 
ENVOY FOR FREEDOM 
OF RELIGION OR BELIEF, 
HOPES THAT, FOR THOSE 
PERSECUTED SIMPLY FOR 
WHAT THEY BELIEVE, THIS 
YEAR MAY BE DIFFERENT. 

For most of us there is a positive sense of 
new beginnings at the start of a year. But 
for too many around the world there is 
little which is positive to look forward to. 

There will be no New Year celebrations 
for Maira Shahbaz, a 14-year-old 
Christian schoolgirl in Pakistan. Maira 
was kidnapped last year from just 
outside her home: raped, ‘forcibly 
married’, forced to convert to Islam and 
even when she managed to escape, 
found no justice through the legal 
system there, and is now living in hiding 
with her family – all of them in fear for 
their lives.

Neither will Chang Weiping be able 
to look forward to this New Year. He 
is a lawyer in prison in China, forced 
to sit on a tortuous ‘tiger chair’ for up 
to six days at a time, and facing round 
the clock interrogations, subjected to 
prolonged sleep deprivation, with a lack 
of adequate food and hygiene facilities. 
All of this because he represented 
clients in support of their freedom of 
religion or belief. 

Nor will Valentina Baranovskaya, a 
70-year-old Jehovah’s Witness woman, 
be looking forward to 2022 with her 
family. She is in prison in Siberia for 
breaching the Russian criminal code – as 
is her son. Simply for being a member of 
her faith - the Jehovah’s Witnesses are a 
banned extremist organisation there. 

And teenage Christian Leah Sharibu, 
kidnapped along with 113 other 
schoolgirls by Boko Haram in Nigeria, 
will spend her fourth year apart from 
her mother Rebecca. Brave Leah is the 
only one of those schoolgirls not to 
have been released – because she has 
refused to renounce her faith. 

Neither will Pastor Lorenzo Rosales 
Fajardo, leader of the Monte de Sion 
Independent Church in Cuba be with his 
wife Maridilegnis and their children. He 
has been detained in prison, charged 
with crimes including ‘disrespect’ and 
‘public disorder,’ at risk of a ten year 
prison sentence and subject to brutal 
beatings. Maridilegnis says ‘I have been 
married to Pastor Lorenzo Rosales for 
more than 20 years and we have served 
God since then. He is not a criminal; he 
is a man of God. I am very afraid for his 
life, my children and I plead for help - 
cries for help which we lift up to God.’

All of this has happened to these people, 
and is happening to countless millions 
of people of different faiths and beliefs 
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around the world today – simply because 
of what they believe. Yet, the right to 
believe is a fundamental one – as Article 
18 of the 1948 UN Declaration of Human 
Rights states: ‘Everyone has the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; this right includes the freedom 
to change his religion or belief, and 
freedom, either alone or in community 
with others and in public or private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in teaching, 
practice, worship and observance.’ 
But today, that is far from a reality for 
many around the world - believers are 
losing their jobs, their education, their 
homes, their livelihoods, their families, 
their freedom, their access to justice, 
and even life itself. They cannot meet 
with others to worship, they are being 
discriminated against, marginalised, 
beaten, threatened, tortured and killed. 

Cuban Pastor Lorenzo Rosales Fajardo 
and his wife Maridilegni Carballo  (Photo 
courtesy of CSW)
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And the extent of this in the 21st century 
is not only simply staggering but largely 
unrecognised – it is estimated that over 
83% of the world’s population live in a 
country where their right to practice 
their faith or belief is restricted, for 
many severely, and often by their own 
government. It is also estimated that 
80% of the persecution globally is 
against Christians. And this gravely 
disturbing phenomenon is growing. 
Even during the Covid pandemic, 
members of religious groups around 
the world have been scapegoated – 
blamed and ostracised – as responsible 
for the pandemic in their countries and 
excluded from health treatments to 
alleviate it. 

Do you remember the campaign 
started by the churches in this country 
called: ‘Stop the Traffik?’ This campaign 
ultimately led to the government 
passing the Modern Day Slavery 
Act to tackle the scourge of human 
trafficking – particularly of young girls 
into prostitution – in this country. So 
people of conscience, by engaging and 
campaigning, can make a difference!

INVESTING IN THE 
FOUNDATIONS OF WHO 
GOD IS AND WHO WE 
ARE WILL ENABLE US TO 
FACE THE PRESSURES 
OF LIFE AND ADDRESS 
THE BIG QUESTIONS OF 
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE 
HUMAN TODAY, SAYS JO 
FROST, EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE DIRECTOR OF 
COMMUNICATIONS AND 
ENGAGEMENT, AND CO-
FOUNDER OF THE BEING 
HUMAN PROJECT.

Psalm 8 starts with this glorious refrain, 
‘O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic 
is your name in all the earth! You have 
set your glory above the heavens.’ But 
by verse 4 the psalmist ponders this 
profound question, ‘what are human 
beings that you think about them; 
what are human beings that you pay 
attention to them?’ (Common English 
Bible (CEB)). What does it mean to be 
human? And why does God care so 
much about us? These questions strike 
at the heart of so many conversations, 
stories, ideas and actions swirling 
around in our world at the moment 
and it is crucial for Christians to have 
good, true and beautiful answers for 
people that point them towards Jesus 
and his Kingdom. 

As the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy 
for Freedom of Religion or Belief, I am 
therefore initiating a new campaign 
– ‘End The Persecution’, encouraging 
people from churches across the country 
to come together to champion freedom 
of religion or belief and to support those 
in other countries who are persecuted, in 
the hope that many of them will be able 
to approach this year with hope, rather 
than fear or dread. To find out how you 
and your local church can support this 
campaign please see 
www.endthepersecution.uk  

For more information about freedom 
of religion or belief and the worldwide 
persecution of so many, visit Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide’s website – 
www.csw.org.uk

Fiona Bruce has been Member of 
Parliament for Congleton since 2010. 
She is Chair of the All Party Parliamentary 
Pro-Life Group in the House of Commons 
and is the Prime Minister’s Special Envoy 
for Freedom of Religion or Belief. 
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Being Human

Towards the end of last summer, after 
a longed-for heatwave in September, 
cracks started to appear in my house. 
The types of cracks that you really don’t 
want to appear in your house. We started 
to worry and then we started to panic. 
So, we invited a friend over, a helpful 
friend - a civil engineer.  As he walked 
around our house, examining each 
of the cracks, he muttered to himself 
‘Oh no… yeah definitely.’ And then he 
turned to us with resignation and said, 
‘You have subsidence.’ 

‘Look,’ he said, ‘you can see how your 
building is twisting. One section of 
your foundation has slipped, and the 
rest of the building is now twisting and 
straining to stay upright whilst one area 
is weakened by a crisis’. 

The crisis is a nearby oak tree which is 
draining the soil of water and causing 
the foundations to fail. As the oak tree 
sucks out the moisture of the ground 
soil, and causes a crisis, that one bit of 
foundation isn’t strong enough and 
the whole building drops. The cracks 
therefore appear as the rest of the 
building takes on the burden to hold 
the building upright while one bit is 
weak. You see it most clearly on one 
of the supporting walls where there’s 
a crack almost like the guy rope of a 
tent streaking diagonally down the 
wall as it pulls taut to hold my home 
intact. What the engineers are going to 
have to do is come in and reinforce the 
foundations right at the bottom so that 
the one bit that is currently weak is able 
to withstand the pressure and the crisis 
that may come from the environment 
around it.

Just like my home, our society is cracking 
under the pressure of crisis and trauma 
everywhere we look. From Covid 
death tolls to climate emergencies, 
from political turmoil to economic 
crashes, our culture is fragmenting 
and fracturing because our culture’s 
foundation is not strong enough to 
handle the pressure. At our foundation 
we don’t have robust answers to life’s 
fundamental questions. And we are all 
feeling the strain as a result. 

But as Christians we do have that 
necessary foundation. Right at the 

It is crucial for Christians 
to have good, true and 

beautiful answers for people 
that point them towards 
Jesus and his Kingdom

Fiona Bruce MP in the House of Commons 
with Mervyn Thomas, Founder President of 
CSW meeting Rebecca Sharibu, mother of 
abducted Nigerian schoolgirl, Leah. (Photo 
courtesy of Fiona Bruce MP).   

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold to the teachings 
we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

PHILLIPIANS 2.15


