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CLIFF COLLEGE LECTURER 

ED MACKENZIE CONSIDERS 

THE NATURE OF THE GOSPEL 

AND ITS IMPORTANCE FOR 

DISCIPLESHIP AND MISSION 

TODAY. 

All Christians talk about the gospel, and 

all seek to share ‘Good News’, but what 

exactly does the Bible reveal about the 
nature of the gospel? And how might 

that gospel shape us today? 

Whatever the gospel is, it is supremely 

important – Paul describes it as the 

‘gospel of your salvation’ (Ephesians 

1:13) – and so knowing its nature is 

vital for the church. In this article, I will 

unpack the nature of the gospel and 

suggest some ways in which it shapes 

discipleship and mission, both in the 

New Testament and today. 

WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 

The gospel is not simply any kind of 

good news, nor is it even general Good 

News from God. Instead, the gospel 

refers to the announcement of God’s 

work in Jesus, the way in which Jesus’ 

life, death and resurrection bring about 

the reality of God’s reign. 

In the New Testament, the gospel has 

its roots in the teaching of Jesus, who 

proclaimed the ‘Good News’ that the 

‘Kingdom of God has come near’ and 

invited people to faith and repentance 

(Mark 1:14-15). Through his teaching 

as well as his miraculous deeds, Jesus 

revealed the nature of this kingdom, a 

topsy-turvy reality in which the poor are 

blessed, the pure in spirit see God, and 

those who suffer rejoice (Matthew 5:4-12). 

In Luke 4:16-21 Jesus also identifies 
himself as the servant of Isaiah 61:1-2. 

Jesus is the one anointed by the Spirit 

to bring ‘Good News to the poor,’ 

release to the captives, sight to the 

blind, and freedom to the oppressed 

(Luke 4:18). Crucially, then, ‘the gospel 

of the Kingdom’ is closely linked to 

Jesus’ identity and mission. Jesus invites 

people to follow him, as this is the way 

to the Kingdom (Luke 18:28-30). Jesus 

also points to his death and resurrection 

as playing a key role in God’s plan (Mark 

8:31-33) and invites his followers to lose 

their lives for his sake (Mark 8:35). 

The apostle Paul uses the term ‘gospel’ 

more frequently than any other New 

Testament writer, both as a noun 

(‘gospel’) and a verb (‘proclaim the 

gospel’). Paul assumes that his readers 

will know what he means by the ‘gospel’, 

but he also offers brief summaries of it 

throughout his writings. In the opening 

of Romans, Paul introduces himself as 

‘set apart for the gospel of God’ and 

explains that this gospel is ‘concerning 
his Son… Jesus Christ our Lord’ (Romans 

1:1, 3-4). And in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 

Paul refers to the gospel which he has 

received (vv.1-2) and explains that it 
focuses on the story of Christ’s death 

and resurrection in fulfilment of the 
scriptures (vv.3-8). 

Paul also sees the gospel as God’s 

means of salvation. In Romans 1:16, he 

famously describes the gospel as the 

‘power of God for salvation to everyone 

who has faith’, while in 1 Thessalonians 

1:5 he explains that the gospel came 
to the Thessalonian believers ‘in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full 

conviction.’ The gospel does not just 

inform, but transforms through the 

power of the Spirit. 

The gospel in the New Testament, then, 

is the wonderful announcement that 

God in Jesus is working to redeem the 

world. Through Jesus’ life, death and 

resurrection, God brings reconciliation 

and salvation. This message about Jesus 

needs to be at the heart of the church’s 

‘Good News’ today – both for Christians 

and for the world. 

THE GOSPEL AND DISCIPLESHIP 

For Christians, the gospel is at the heart 

of our faith and the means by which 

we continue to grow. For this reason, 

Paul wished to ‘proclaim the gospel’ to 

believers in Rome (Romans 1:5), and 

elsewhere referred to the gospel as ‘the 

boundless riches of Christ’ (Ephesians 

3:8). Like the love of God (Ephesians 

3:18-19), the gospel is deep and broad 

and wide!

The gospel shapes us as disciples by 

rooting us in God’s incredible grace. 

Salvation, it reveals, is due not to our 

own works or merit, but rather to God’s 

generosity (Ephesians 2:8-9). Christ died 

for us not because of our friendliness 

REMAINING FAITHFUL: 
MOVING FORWARD
Saturday 17 July 2021

Meeting on Zoom from 10.00am – 4.30pm

Reviewing Conference Decisions and Exploring 
Options for Moving Forward

Please register at 

development@methodistevangelicals.org.uk

worship (finishing at 3 pm)
The King’s Cross Church, Doncaster, DN4 OEP

 

LIVERPOOL 200 
The earliest this event will take place will be 

Spring 2022.

We will announce plans as soon as we have 

them. Please check the website for updates 

or phone us on 01983 642024

MET SW CONFERENCE 
This will be taking place from 28 – 30 January 2022 

at the Livermead Hotel in Torquay and will be led 

by Revd Steve Wild. 

Details and booking form available in the autumn 

edition of MET Connexion.



7 6 

THREADS THROUGH 
CREATION

STITCHING SPECTACULAR SCENES
FOR THOUSANDS OF VISITORS

J a c q u i  P a r k i n s o n

or good character, but simply because 

of his love for us (Romans 4:6-11). 

Discipleship involves growing ever more 

deeply in the love and grace revealed 

by the gospel and allowing its presence 

to change us. The ‘means of grace’ 

which Wesley described remain ways of 

opening ourselves to such grace today. 

The gospel also shapes our discipleship 

by inviting us to live consistently with 

the way of Jesus, doing the ‘good 

works’ that God prepared for us to do 

(Ephesians 2:10). While we are saved by 

grace, the announcement of the gospel 

always invites a response and we are 

empowered by the Spirit to live new 

lives. The sermons of Acts, for instance, 

frequently call for faith and repentance 

(Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30), while Paul shows 

that those who are saved by grace are 

united to Jesus, and so live a new life no 

longer defined by sin (Romans 6:1-14). 
To put it in Wesleyan terms, the grace 

that justifies, is intimately connected to 
the grace that sanctifies. The Christ who 
comes as Saviour reigns as Lord.

Another way in which the gospel 

changes us is by placing us in the 

community of the church. In the New 

Testament, there are no ‘solo’ Christians, 

an insight echoed by John Wesley in 

his teaching on ‘social holiness.’ It is in 

the church that we encounter the riches 

of the gospel through communion with 

others. It is in the church that we rehearse 

the story of the gospel in sermon, song 

and sacrament. As we allow the word 

of Christ – the message of the gospel – 

to dwell richly within our communities 

(Colossians 3:16), we find transformation. 

The centrality of the gospel for 

discipleship also explains why the New 
Testament writers remind Christians 

to ‘stand’ in the truths of the gospel (1 

Corinthians 15:1) and to ‘contend for the 

faith that was once for all entrusted to the 

saints’ (Jude 3b). The gospel, it seems, 

can be easily distorted, as Paul warns so 

forcefully in Galatians 1. Discipleship, 

today as in the New Testament, involves 

holding firmly to the gospel and rooting 
our lives and ministries within it. 

THE GOSPEL IN MISSION

The world as well as the church needs 

the gospel, and so sharing the gospel is 

a key part of the church’s mission. ‘How 

beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

Good News’, writes Paul in Romans 

10:15 (citing Isaiah 52:7), and Paul’s own 
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desire was to share the gospel wherever 

Christ had not been named (Romans 

14:20). Sharing the gospel remains just 

as crucial today, especially in a context 
where fewer and fewer people know the 

story of Jesus. 

In the New Testament, sharing the 

gospel leads to the growth of the church. 

In 1 Corinthians, Paul uses agricultural 

images to show how God blesses and 

brings to fruition the planted seeds of 

the gospel (1 Corinthians 3:5-9), while in 

Acts there is a link between the growth of 

the church and the spread of the ‘word’ 

about Jesus (Acts 6:7; 8:4; 12:24; 13:49). 

In both Paul and Acts, prayer is also 

central for ensuring that the seeds of the 

gospel bear fruit in the lives of others 

(Acts 4:31; 16:25; Ephesians 1:15; 6:20). 

Sharing the gospel can also be pursued 

in creative and flexible ways. In Acts, 
Paul’s sermons to Jews tend to highlight 

how Jesus fulfils Old Testament scripture 
(Acts 13:13-43) while sermons to non-

Jewish audiences build on the common 

ground of God’s existence (Acts 17:16-
33). In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul 

explains that in his mission he desires 
to ‘become all things to all people, so 

that I might be any means save some’ (1 

Corinthians 9:22b). For Paul, the ‘gospel’ 

remains centred on God’s work in Jesus, 

but there is flexibility in how best to 
share Jesus in culturally persuasive ways. 

Today’s post-Christian environment 

similarly calls for creative and innovative 

ways of sharing the gospel. 

Christians are called to live as witnesses 

to the gospel as well as sharers of the 

gospel. Jesus calls believers to be ‘light’ 

and ‘salt’ so that others can praise the 

heavenly Father (Matthew 5:13-16), 

while Paul invites Christians to live ‘in a 

manner worthy of the gospel of Christ’ 

(Philippians 1:27). When 1 Peter 3:15 

calls believers to give a response to 

those who ask about their hope, the 

context shows that such believers are 
called to a distinctive way of life which 

follows the way of Jesus. In the same 

way today, lives that witness to the way 

of Jesus create opportunities to share 

the Good News. 

While the New Testament calls Christians 

to share the Good News of Jesus and 

live as witnesses to the Kingdom, it also 

recognises that proclaiming the gospel 

can lead to suffering and persecution. 

Jesus warned his followers that just as 

the world hated him, so too they would 

hate them (John 15:18-21), and Acts 

shows that spreading the gospel led to 

frequent persecution (Acts 5:17; 8:1; 

12:1-5). Paul also writes that ‘all who 

want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus 

will be persecuted’ (2 Timothy 3:12). The 

persecuted church in the first century 
and around the world today reminds us 

that sharing the gospel can and often 

will be costly. 

CONCLUSION
The gospel is central for the New 

Testament and central for us today. 

Within the New Testament, the gospel 

focuses on God’s work in and through 

Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. This 

is the message that has changed and 

continues to change our world! 

The gospel is key for discipleship 

because it is at the heart of our faith. 

As we grow more deeply into the 

knowledge and love of God’s work in 

Jesus, so we are transformed to be more 

like him. As we grow in faith we see ever 

more clearly ‘the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of 

God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4b). 

The gospel is key for mission because it 

is the means through which God reaches 

out to the world. It is as we speak and 

announce God’s work in Jesus that the 

Spirit draws others to him. And it’s as 

we reflect the way of the gospel in our 
lives and communities that we can show 

something of the Kingdom and of the 

transformation that Jesus brings. 

Dr Ed Mackenzie is the lecturer in Biblical 

Theology and Mission at Cliff College 

(www.cliffcollege.ac.uk).

Threads Through Creation

Jacqui Parkinson is an artist whose 

medium is textiles - more precisely, 
thread and silks.  And she works on a 

huge scale.  For the past three years she 

has been working on an extraordinary 
sequence of twelve massive panels, 

entitled ‘Threads through Creation’. It 

will be starting a tour of cathedrals this 

summer (COVID-19 permitting). 

Jacqui introduces this extraordinary 
project:

‘Until 2016 I’d never worked on a huge 

scale, but felt inspired to create ‘Threads 

through Revelation’; fourteen panels 

taking the viewer through the book of 

Revelation.  It toured fifteen cathedrals, 
and was seen by half a million visitors.  It 

clearly made an impact on many of them 

– including quite a few MET Connexion 
readers!  

‘Already as I was working on it, I was 

thinking of creating two more sequences 

of panels, making three exhibitions.  
Here’s the second -‘Threads through 

Creation’ - scenes from the opening 

story of Genesis.  So with Revelation and 

Genesis, I’ve presented the first and last 
pages of the Bible!  

YOUR SNEAK PREVIEW !

‘This is your sneak preview of some 

of ‘Threads through Creation’, before 

anyone sees it on tour.  It is very easy 

for visitors of all ages and background 

to understand at different levels.  It is a 

celebration of life on earth.  There is a 

brilliant creation story, including many 

mysterious truths for reflection, and lots 
of different creatures to spot.  

‘I hope to convey the uniqueness of 

this world and the wonders of creation. 

Millions of people have recently 

enjoyed the BBC TV series called ‘A 

Perfect Planet’. I think it should have 

been called ‘The Perfect Planet’.  The 

great TV series shows us the wonder of 

creation but then say it’s all down to a 

series of extraordinary coincidences. 
Coincidence? Chance? I can’t believe it!

IN THE BEGINNING

‘I’ve picked out six panels here for you 
to see. If you come to the exhibition, 
you’ll find that it starts with three panels 
with very strong, apparently simple 

elements.  The first is a visual imagining 
of the very first words of the entire Bible, 
that put everything else into context: 
‘In the beginning God …’.  But how to 

convey God?  I puzzled over a solution 

for months!  In the end I decided to 

present a never ending spiral, stretching 

beyond the panel, into eternity.  The 

colours of the rainbow show the hope 

of the Creator that all would not only be 

created good, but remain good - and 

also with flashes of gold leaf to represent 
the holiness and pureness of God.  Look 

closer and you’ll see that the silk which 

makes up the rainbow spiral is made of 

three pieces, suggesting the Holy Trinity.  

And stitched on top of the silk are barely 

perceptible, tiny patterns of what is to 

come in the future creation: everything 

birthed from within the Creator.

‘From here on spirals are my symbol for 

God’s presence, and you can spot them 

on most panels. Panel 2 – God spoke 

‘light!’ – is deceptively simple, enormous 

triangles dividing the sheet.  Look closer, 

and you’ll see spirals stitched all over.  

Next, panel 3 – God spoke ‘water!’ -  is 
my expression for a watery, wet world!  
So wet that you’ll see the water falls 

outside the frame.

EXPLOSIONS OF LIFE AND 

COLOUR

‘Then we move through the creation 

of all vegetation and the whole of the 

solar system, to panels 6 and 7 - an 

explosion of life, colours and patterns.  
I’ve filled them with birds, sea creatures, 
animals and insects.  The panels are 

intended to be both thought-provoking 

and fun. There are lots of things to see, 

some especially for children to spot. 

Sometimes people laugh over the 

details (for example here on panel 7 you 
might make out a very well camouflaged 
chameleon, and a dog trying to catch the 

attention of a monkey!).  And enjoying 

all the fun at the bottom of panel 7 are 

Adam and Eve.

THE SEVENTH DAY

‘How do you depict the seventh day, 

the Sabbath day of rest, an important 

day but one where nothing seems to 

happen?  My solution was to imagine 

God looking over all he had created and 

knowing ‘it was good’, and that’s what’s 

summarised here in panel 8: squares of 

designs revisit all six days of creation.  


