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was our 2nd wedding anniversary. It 
was also the day we found out we were 
expecting! 

When our daughter was 3 months old, 
we moved back to Cornwall to live with 
my in-laws for a short period of time. 
We found a fantastic church where we 
are able to use our gifts, and found 
new friends. Whilst I enjoyed maternity 
leave, my husband tried his hardest to 
find a permanent teaching job. Turns 
out it’s quite hard in Cornwall! Then 
January came along and I tried to find 
a job myself, again proving harder 
than I thought! This July will mark one 
year of us living as a family with Craig’s 
parents, something we never imagined 
would happen. When we first moved, 
we thought we’d be looking at moving 
out by now, but obviously the impact 
of Coronavirus has massively changed 
all of this. An amazing story of God’s 
faithfulness before our lives changed 
was that Craig’s current teaching post 
is a maternity cover. He has an actual 
contract, as opposed to the supply work 
he was doing. Back in January this job 
was the last thing he wanted to take, as 
it was a step away from a permanent 
position. But now, he is still teaching 
online and going into school, we aren’t 
stuck with zero wages coming in. At 
the time it seemed like such a rubbish 
position to be in, but right now it was 
an incredible blessing we could never 
have foreseen. Every day it baffles me at 
how amazing God is in his faithfulness to 
every one of us!

Some days I’m positive, thinking living 
here longer will help us save towards 
buying a house and we can take a bit 
more time to find a job that we love. 
Other days it’s hard when you’ve got 
5 people trying to live under the same 
roof! These are the moments when I 
remind myself to look back. You see, 
right now I don’t have an amazing story 
of God’s faithfulness. Right now, we 
are in the thick of uncertainty, worry 
and being fed up. Right now, it feels 
like living through the beginning of 
Lamentations 3! Verses 17-18 say this: 
‘I have been deprived of peace; I have 
forgotten what prosperity is. So I say “my 
splendour is gone and all that I hoped 
from the Lord.”’ You could just stop 
there, stay in that place of hopelessness, 
but that’s not what God wants for us. 
He tells us to have hope, to trust in him 
and to remember his faithfulness. Keep 
reading Lamentations 3:21-24:

‘Yet this I call to mind and therefore 
I have hope: because of the Lord’s 
great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail. They are new 
every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
I say to myself, “the Lord is my portion, 
therefore I will wait for him.”’

The Lord is always faithful. Look back 
and see his faithfulness. In this time of 
uncertainty and not knowing how life will 
move forward, hold onto the hope that 
is found in the life of Jesus, in the empty 
cross, and in the words of Scripture 
which can truly transform our lives. 

I can’t end on an amazing story of God’s 
faithfulness to me right in this moment, 
as that story is still being written. What 
I can remind you of though, is his 
unwavering, unshakeable and relentless 
love for every single one of you. Take 
a moment now. Read your favourite 
scripture. Sing your favourite worship 
song. Remember this time you are 

living right now, and then look back. 
Look back and see God’s faithfulness to 
Abraham and Sarah who were far too 
old and yet bore a son. Look back and 
see God’s faithfulness to Joseph, as he 
sat chained up in jail to then becoming 
the governor of the land. Look back 
and see God’s faithfulness to Ruth. Her 
husband had died so she left her family 
behind to go to a foreign land. Who 
would have expected her to find a new 
husband and start a family? I could go 
on but Hebrews 11 does a pretty good 
job of talking about the faith people had 
in God and his faithfulness to them. 

My hope is that right now God’s 
faithfulness is at work in your life, that 
things have changed since I wrote this, 
and we are starting to be able to see 
those moments of faithfulness in our 
own lives. I pray that you are still holding 
onto God; even if it is by the end of 
your fingertips some days! Our lives will 
never be the same after this, but God’s 
faithfulness will be. His love never fails 
and his mercies are new every morning. 

The Lord is always faithful, so look back 
on his faithfulness. Look back over the 
amazing things that have happened 
in your own life, and celebrate the 
moments of joy. Before you look 
forward into the unknown, look back 
into God’s goodness. 

Georgia Jenkin is a theology graduate, 
trained Children’s Minister and mum to a 
little girl who is 13 months old. She lives 
in Helston and alongside her husband is 
actively involved in the life of the church, 
helping to run both the children’s and 
youth ministry.
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same after this, but God’s 
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ALI JOHNSON, THE DIGITAL 
EVANGELIST AT CLIFF, 
HELPS US THINK ABOUT 
REACHING OUT DURING THE 
PANDEMIC.

Can you remember the world before 
Zoom, FaceTime, WhatsApp and the 
rest? COVID-19 has offered the church 
a great opportunity, but how do we not 
just do church online, but also reach 
people with Jesus’ love? 

A nationwide poll of 2,101 UK adults 
by Savanta ComRes for Christian relief 
& development agency Tearfund has 
some interesting insights into how 
people engage with church during the 
lockdown amongst the four nations.

Almost a quarter (24%) of UK adults 
say they have watched or listened to a 
religious service since lockdown.

The lockdown has seen an explosion 
in churches using online platforms 
like Facebook, Zoom and YouTube to 
hold their Sunday services, mid-week 
Bible studies, fun quiz nights or even 
prayer meetings – so much so that 
Facebook is introducing new features 
for live streams that are tailored to 
faith-based organisations.

Churches have always been trying to 
figure out how to reach more people, 
and it seems that this pandemic situation 
means the use of technology is one way 
of doing it.

One in twenty UK adults (5%) who say 
they have watched or listened to a 
religious service since lockdown have 
never gone to church.

I think that this figure would jump 
significantly if you include those who only 
go during Christmas or Easter services. I 
know from my own conversations with 
friends that they have explored church 
more as it has gone fully online under 
the UK’s restrictions.

The survey also found that younger 
generations are engaging with more 
faith-based media than the over 55s:

A third (34%) of UK adults aged 18-34 
say they have watched or listened to a 
religious service since lockdown (on 
the radio, live on TV, on demand or 
streamed online). This compares to one 
in five (19%) adults aged 55+.

There is also a gender skew as to who 
consumes more:

Men are significantly more likely than 
women to say they have watched or 
listened to a religious service since 
lockdown (on the radio, live on TV, on 
demand or streamed online) (28% vs. 
21% respectively).

So what can the church learn from this?

Firstly, the church can change and adapt. 
I have never been so proud as seeing my 
timelines flooded with churches giving 
digital ‘a go’. This mentality will be a 

game changer for some of our churches. 
It will bring churches into a new mentality 
and new focus on reaching the lost.

Secondly, people are searching for 
hope. The lockdown for most people 
has been a rollercoaster of a journey 
and will continue to be for a period 
of time yet – with moments of great 
joy, fear, laughter and sadness. People 
need something deeply stable in times 
of uncertainty. 

This research shows that online church is 
being consumed and is reaching those 
who had not engaged with faith before 
the lockdown or had engaged less 
before the lockdown.  Church has been 
brought to the people. 

The full survey focuses on the role of 
prayer during lockdown, with results on 
consuming online religious content a 
part of the results.

Nearly half of adults in the UK (44%) say 
they pray.

Over half of those who pray (56%) agree 
that prayer changes the world.

*Full report found here: 
tearfund.org/en/media/press_releases/many_
brits_look_to_faith_during_lockdown/

My thoughts, however, are that we must 
not stop at just putting church services 
online but instead begin, in the time of 
easing of restrictions, to push forward 
with reaching into our communities in 
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both an online and offline way. Let us 
look at a roadmap of how to do that. 

I want to suggest five key areas that can 
help in reaching out into your community. 

1. MAKE CONTACT 
Now more than ever before, our local 
businesses, schools and community 
groups need the church to step into the 
void that COVID-19 has left within our 
communities. We need to be the ones 
that reach out to them; Zoom them, 
create WhatsApp groups, call them, 
FaceTime them and use whatever means 
to connect with those who need our hope 
most. These people have never had their 
‘backs against a wall’ more than they have 
now. For local businesses, we can offer to 
pray for them, buy gift cards, connect with 
them and others who are struggling and 
begin to build a sense of togetherness 
within our communities. A recent YouGov 
poll showed that 26% of Britons said they 
were happy, (this is down 24% ), while 
stress has surged. (yougov.co.uk/topics/
health/articles-reports/2020/04/04/how-
coronavirus-has-taken-its-toll-nations-
mood). It all begins with reaching out and 
networking within the community that 
God has placed you in. 

Community Facebook groups, WhatsApp 
groups and other community forums tend 
to be a key avenue into building relationship 
within our communities. Maybe it’s time 
to reconnect with the gatekeepers within 
your community and find out where the 
church can offer support.

2. WHERE ARE ANSWERS?
It is clear that people are searching for 
answers to big questions during this time, 
but if someone goes on your website or 
Facebook page how will they find them? 
Will they just find information about you 
being shut or not doing live worship? 
Maybe it’s time to shake things up and 
get back to basics. Alpha has seen a sharp 
increase in its online engagement.  ‘I’ve 
never known a time in my life when people 
are more open to [God’s Word] than they 
are now,’ said HTB’s vicar, Nicky Gumbel, 
in an online Easter conference. ‘There are 
no other distractions. There’s no football, 
there’s no sport. There’s no entertainment. 
People have time to hear the gospel.’ 
Indeed, never in modern history have so 
many people been sanctioned to their 
homes, in what the Dean of Gloucester 
Cathedral, Stephen Lake, calls ‘an enforced 
period of reflection.’ (christiantoday.com/
article/coronavirus-is-making-people-

more-open-to-the-gospel-than-ever-
nicky-gumbel)

Have a look at the ‘digital’ front door 
of churches and think carefully about 
whether they are able to be accessed 
by people who don’t yet know Jesus. 
Be careful that our language is clear, our 
information is up-to-date and stories of 
transformation are front and centre. Most 
importantly make sure there are simple 
‘big questions’ and gospel explanation.

3. GET TO THE STORIES 
People are consuming online content 
like never before. Digital 2020 April 
Global Statshot Report (slideshare.net/
DataReportal/digital-2020-april-global-
statshot-report-april-2020) share some 
key headlines here: 

•	 Big jumps in digital activity, 
especially in countries that have seen 
the strictest lockdowns

•	 Significant increases in social media use, 
with video calling taking centre stage

•	 Accelerating adoption of e-commerce, 
particularly for grocery shopping

•	 An increase in the amount of time 
spent playing video games and 
watching e-sports

These all point towards people wanting 
to engage with more of our content; most 
churches are seeing a huge percentage 
increase on all statistics in digital. One 
of the simplest and effective forms of 
connecting people with Jesus is for them 
to see and/or hear stories of transformation 
and God at work in people’s lives. 

One way we can tell stories is by 
interviewing some of those within our 
communities, both inside and outside 
the church. Maybe it is time to think about 
a weekly Zoom interview with a local 
councillor, a business leader, a school 
teacher, a family - and unpack some of 
the challenges of lockdown life. Let’s tell 
some amazing stories and get them front 
and centre of our digital strategy. 

4. THE IMAGINEERS
Disney timed its release of Disney+ very 
well to concede with the lockdown, 
didn’t they? I was recently watching a 
documentary about the Imagineering 
department in the Disney family. The 
Imagineers, as they were fondly known, 
became central to the success of the 
Disney empire. They were tasked with 
dreaming up things that had never been 

done before. I love the idea that within 
Disney there were some key individuals 
who were tasked within imagining 
a better future, not concerned with 
success or being right but instead given 
a free license to innovate, create and 
inspire a brighter, happier world. 

Who are some Imagineers in your 
communities, people who need releasing 
to create and dream and try something 
brand new in a digital world? Maybe 
it’s a podcast, a YouTube channel, a 
photography series or something no one 
has thought of yet.  Let’s release their 
creativity to run wild. Let’s protect them 
but also try some new things because it’s 
this that will bring life into our dry bones.

5. POWER TO THE PEOPLE
One of the bits of the lockdown that has 
been interesting is hearing from churches 
about those in the congregation that 
have been disempowered. Many 
members have gone from being at the 
centre of our churches to being on the 
side lines or so it can feel for many. 
We are about to embark on a mixed 
economy phase of the lockdown; how 
can we create better habits within our 
communities and release everyone to be 
an evangelist?  It begins with a change of 
culture and simple techniques for us to 
create a church full of digital evangelists. 
Can we help people reach their streets 
or neighbourhoods, building on the 
amazing work that has been started?

COVID-19 has been one of the most life-
changing events of our generation and 
things that our children and grandchildren 
will learn about. We can also use this as 
a time for the church to reconnect and 
connect with its community, to use the 
incredible new tools that God has given 
to us to reach others for him. 

Ali Johnson is the Digital Evangelist at 
Cliff College.
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This is a display of three huge textile panels by Jacqui 
Parkinson that will continue to tour cathedrals as soon as is 
feasible.  It presents, with spectacular views, three pivotal 
times in history: The beginning of the Story which was good. 
The middle of the Story which is messy. The end of the Story 
which will be good again.

PANEL ONE - THE GARDEN 
Genesis. The beginning of the Story is good: Eve and Adam 
have purpose and relationship in the Garden of Eden.  But 
then they reject the fruit from the Tree of Life because they 
think they can do better than God: they think they don’t need 
to live their lives in response to their Creator. 

They turn away from their God, and the consequences are 
harsh: the death of living creatures, weeds among the flowers, 
the spread of viruses - pain in childbirth, rivalry between 
brothers, murder and betrayal.  And tensions between men 
and women - and tensions between them and their God.

PANEL TWO - THE CROSS
And today we live in the middle of the story, and everything’s 
messy.  We no longer know what’s good and what’s evil: and, 
even when we want to do what’s right, we often get it wrong!  

But there’s hope because Jesus, on the cross, is there in all 
the mess.  He offers hope to all creation, all living creatures, 
all women and men.  He offers fruit from the Tree of Life to 
transform all life.  We can turn again to our Creator.

PANEL THREE - THE CITY
It’s a revelation!  There’s no way back to the Garden of Eden 
- we can only go forward.  Yet ahead there’s a wonderful city 
with a garden inside.  And at the centre, the Tree of Life with 
fruit in all seasons, enough for all men and women.  And leaves 
for the healing of the nations.  All in a land where everything is 
made good.  Where our Creator God personally wipes away 
all tears.

CURRENT TOURING PLANS, SUBJECT TO CHANGE:

•	 TBA - 4 JULY - CARLISLE CATHEDRAL
•	 7 JULY - 9 AUG - LLANDAFF CATHEDRAL
•	 12 AUG - 26 SEPT - GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL
•	 29 SEPT - 1 NOV - RIPON CATHEDRAL
•	 4 NOV- 13 DEC  - PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL

Visit jacqui-textile.com for updated information
Photo credits: Andrew Parkinson 


