The AGM was held at Cliff College on
the Bank Holiday Monday of the Festival
weekend and was attended by over
forty people.

UPDATE FROM CLIFF

The Principal of Cliff College, the Revd
Ashley Cooper, shared an update from
the college. He said that as a college, Cliff
is exploring the future, but also looking at
where it has come from, recognising that
some of its original DNA has been lost.
They are sensing that God is re-focussing
them as a centre for Evangelism and
Mission - thus holding on to the original
vision of the college and developing it
further. They are launching a gap year
for 2018-19 for young people aged 18-
30, for a 'year at Cliff" experience - called
'YES YOU CANY'

The Chair outlined that the Donald
English Young Scholars Fund [DEYSF]
was available to support applicants to the
YES YOU CAN! gap year at Cliff College,
with a grant of up to £500 per person.

DEVELOPMENT WORKER’S REPORT

Paul Wilson thanked the AGM for the
support for him and his wife Karen over
the last six years, as he has sought to fulfil
the vision of MET as a renewal movement
which is Bible-based and prayer-
focussed. He had very much appreciated
the opportunity to be released into a
teaching ministry in the Word and the
Spirit. Paul expressed his thanks for
the opportunities, hospitality and rich
blessings he had received from his role
in MET and assured us of his continued
prayers for God's blessing on the work of
MET and the Methodist Church.

Itis recognised that Paul has substantially
raised the profile of MET during his time
in this role as Development Worker,
and for that we are most grateful. Plans
are in place for a phased end to Paul's
role as Development Worker during
September and October.

A recruitment process is being
embarked upon as we advertise this
role. We are looking at employing
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either a full-time worker or two part-
time workers as a job share.

NOMINATIONS

Prayer Conference: The Revd Kevin
Jones; January 2019 - December 2021

Diaconal Support: Deacon Julie
Morton; January 2019 - December
2021

MET Connexion Editor: Vacant 1
January 2019

These were all agreed.

WEBSITE

A bright new contemporary website
is now available, following much work
behind the scenes over the last few
months by Paul and Marian. It is nearly
complete; transferring the resources
over is one of the final tasks that need to
be carried out.

PRIVACY POLICY

GDPR had been adhered to - we had
conducted a data review, ensured that
we are compliant with the new GDPR
legislation and that a Privacy Policy was
now available on the website.

MARRIAGE AND HUMAN SEXUALITY
The Chair updated the AGM with the
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journey to date: The decision for MET
to follow the stance of biblical teaching
had been fully endorsed.

MET have produced a statement which
was sent to the Connexional Task Group
and is also available on the MET website.
The Connexional Task Group has been
given permission to delay bringing
their full report on Marriage and Human
Relationships to Conference in 2018
and instead have produced an interim
report to be discussed in small groups at
Conference. The Task Group are hoping
to present their full report to Conference
in 2019, with a view to it being accepted
by the 2020 Conference. This means
a suspension of the normal two-year
consultation process and the Task Group
are asking for this to be granted. This
issue is of concern to the MET Executive
as it means inevitably that debates will
be restricted and result in a lack of full
consultation amongst local churches
and in circuits. MET suggested that MET
people speak to their Conference reps in
their Districts in order to maintain the two-
year consultation process. The executive
committee will circulate a response to the
interim report as a briefing paper to MET
partners by email prior to Conference.

Marian Izzard - General Secretary:
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