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and the Holy Spirit. In the 1st century, as 
Jesus carried out his earthly mission, he 
offered the Lord’s favour to everyone, 
and in this 21st century the Holy Spirit 
anoints us to offer God’s blessings and 
benefits to others, so we can be agents 
of his transforming work. 

In the Old Testament we learn that 
every 50th year was to be a jubilee, a 
year to free people from their debts, 
release slaves, and return property 
to the Assignor; a year of the Lord’s 
favour. Jesus’ manifesto ended with ‘to 
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,’ 
or in other words ‘to proclaim the Lord’s 
Jubilee’. The freedom that Jesus offers to 
us and to others is certainly something 
worth proclaiming. The jubilee year of 
God’s favour was once every 50 years, 
whereas, through Jesus Christ, every 
year is one of God’s favour, and every 
day is the day of God’s favour. Every day 
our Spirit-anointed words and works can 
be channels for God’s transforming love 
to minister into the lives of others.  

FOR REFLECTION…

The more of God’s favour that we 
ourselves experience, the more his 
favour will flow through us and make a 
transforming difference to the lives of 
those around us. God’s Spirit wants all 
Christians to be anointed for evangelism 
and justice so that more and more 
people will experience his transforming 
love upon their lives and situations. 
Before turning the page, I invite you to 
pause, and spend a few minutes praying 
through the words of Luke 4:18-19, and 
claim them for yourself.
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WHO ARE ‘THE OPPRESSED’ IN 
THIS 21ST CENTURY?

Jesus continued, ‘to release the 
oppressed’. Jesus freed people from sin, 
from evil spirits, from cultural stigmas 
such as cleansing lepers and healing 
women with blood issues, from the 
legalism of the Pharisees, and women 
from being the underdogs, etc.

Release for the oppressed has some 
overlap with the previous two phrases, yet 
goes deeper. Many people, even some 
Christians, can’t seem to find freedom 
from some past sins. Many people, 
including some Christians, are suffering 
from a wide range of addictions: drugs, 
gambling, pornography, alcohol, greed, 
to name a few. Many people, including 
Christians, are oppressed, having 
suffered from broken relationships or 
abuse. Many people, especially young 
people, are getting caught up in gangs, 
County Lines drug trafficking and sexual 
exploitation. There are also many people 
who have evil spirits within them. Jesus 
wants to set them free. The good news is 
that Jesus can help release people from 
any form of oppression. Sometimes he 
does it instantly, at other times he takes a 
little longer.  Whether freedom happens 
instantly or over a period of time, it is still 
the work of Jesus releasing the oppressed.

We hear so much bad news that it can 

somewhat overshadow the good news. 
One thing that helps me continue 
believing that Jesus is good news is 
reading about lives transformed by 
the love of God. Some time ago I read 
‘Taming of a Villain,’ the story of Allen 
Langham. I quote:

‘There was some kind of revival going 
on in the prison at the time, with 
inmates committing their lives to Jesus. 
A newspaper at the time published an 
editorial headed “There is an answer 
to the drugs dilemma!” It included the 
following statement: “Anglican prison 
chaplain David Powe, currently based 
in Belmarsh in south-east London, 
is seeing hundreds of criminals find 
real purpose to their lives through the 
‘power’ of the gospel.” 

A few months ago, I was privileged to 
hear Tanya speak. She is a Ukrainian 
married to a Russian, and their mission 
work in Ukraine involves evangelism and 
justice. Tanya shared that in Mariupol, 
100 adults and children were sheltering 
in the basement of a school, and realised 
that they had to flee quickly. Even 
though their cars had been damaged by 
gunshot, amazingly they all managed to 
reach safety. Tanya also mentioned that 
an elderly man had run out of food and 
prayed that the Lord would provide, and 
the next day their mission team knocked 
on his door and gave him a food 
parcel. Even in the midst devastation, 
destruction and death, people are 
experiencing God’s transforming 
love. And of course, all those who are 
supporting and housing Ukrainians and 
others are working for justice. 

THE YEAR OF THE LORD’S FAVOUR

Jesus stopped short of reading what 
came next, ‘and the day of vengeance 
of our God’ (Isaiah 61:2b). Perhaps he 
didn’t include the words about God’s 
judgement because he would bear the 
wrath against sin as he died in our place.

‘The year of the Lord’s favour’ is similar 
to Mark 1:15 ‘The time has come, the 
kingdom of God is near’. Here, the word 
‘year’ doesn’t mean 12 months, but an 
era. In this era between Jesus’ earthly 
ministry and his final coming, everyone 
can experience the Lord’s favour, the 
transforming love of the Father, Jesus 

 THE POWER 
OF YOUR LOVE 

G e o f f  B u l l o c k

Lord I Come to You
Let my heart be changed, renewed,

Flowing from the grace
That I found in you.

And Lord, I’ve come to know
The weaknesses I see in me

Will be stripped away
By the power of your love.

Hold me close,
Let your love surround me;

Bring me near, draw me to your side.
And as I wait,

I’ll rise up like the eagle,
And I will soar with you,
Your Spirit leads me on

in the power of your love.
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Lord unveil my eyes,
Let me see you face to face,
The knowledge of your love

As you live in me.
Lord, renew my mind,

As your will unfolds in my life
In living every day

By the power of your love.


